Contemporary Personalities
be maintained only upon the basis that it is as f to found a tenacious family in the year 192^ the year 1324.    But if I were writing the hisl England in three hundred years from now I gladly, and with adequate tribute, record tt tunes  of any great House founded to-day had played an illustrious part in the history oi Islands over so long a period.
And so in dealing, however shortly, wit history of the Lowther family, I recall with a pit not wholly free from irony, that the cousin an trustee of the " Yellow Earl" was th*t Sp of the House of Commons whom I now knc Viscount Ullswater, and who presided with ar dignity over a modern House of Commons.
The age of the family with which we are cerned may be illustrated by the fact that its i occurs in connection with grants of land in the of Henry II and Henry III.    In the latter r« for instance, Thomas de Lowther was*witness to foundation Charter of the Chantry in the Chap< Great Strickland Hall, and to an agreement cerning the Morland Wood.   Sir Gervase de Lowt Knight,   and  Gervase de Lowther,  Archdeacon Carlisle, were powerful figures in the reign of I Henry III.    And it is interesting to recall, in v of the celebrated French sarcasm that more t] half our aristocracy was in its origin legal, that Hugh de Lowther was Attorney-General in the re of King Edward I.   He became later Justice Itiner; and Escheator on the north side of the Trent; a was promoted to be one of the Justices of the Kin Bench in the fifth year of King Edward III.
His son and heir, Sir Hugh de Lowther, to
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